Artist Statement

Yoonjee Geem

My work explores invisible dimensions of reality —what exists beyond perception yet shapes how
we experience the world. My practice began with a desire to give form to things that cannot be seen
or held: time, infinity, light, and existence. Through painting, installation, and immersive
environments, I translate impressions of natural phenomena into abstract visual forms, while

questioning what lies beyond what we can see.

Light is central to my practice, not simply as a visual phenomenon, but as a way to reflect on
existence. I am interested in both the light we encounter in nature and the light that emerges from
within through contemplation and inner perception. This leads me to question how we experience
existence, and whether something infinite might be contained within our brief experience of the

present moment.

My thinking is informed by Asian philosophical concepts, particularly Nothingness (¥%), and the
relationship between presence and absence. I see natural forms not as static objects, but as
accumulations of time —tree rings, flowing light, and organic patterns that embody continuous
transformation. Materials such as mother-of-pearl, formed through the gradual growth of marine
life, become living records of time. Their shifting surfaces reveal changing relationships between

light and darkness, visibility and invisibility.

Through recurring forms, material explorations, and an expanding spatial practice, I continue to
investigate the relationship between light, time, existence, and infinity. Ultimately, I am interested in
what lies beyond the limits of human perception, and in how something seemingly boundless might

be experienced within ourselves and the world around us.
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